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out of the country without a full settlement of
Accounts, and, if resistance was carried too far,
her father might be made to suffer.

At this juncture an unexpected way of escape
presented itself. Twelve months before this, Com-
modore Matthews had arrived in Bombay with a
squadron of the Eoyal Navy for the suppression
of piracy. But Matthews was more bent on
enriching himself by trade than on harrying
pirates; and: as his own trading was inimical to
the Company's interests and certain to set the
Company's servants against him, he had from the
first assumed a position of hostility to the Com-
pany. Every opportunity was seized of damaging
the Company's interests and lowering the Com-
pany's authority. All who were in the Company's
bad books found a patron and protector in
Matthews; so, when in September, 1722, the
flagship appeared in the Hooghly, Mrs. Gyfford
was quick to grasp the opportunity, that presented
itself, of bidding defiance to her pursuers. She at
once opened communication with Matthews, and
besought his protection. She was an unfortunate
widow who had lost two husbands by violent
deaths in the Company's service, and, now that